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Paris, Prance 
lime 12; 1??3 

In res Nasrallah DJALAJ 
Armen imCESSIAM 
Ingeborg (EIFFEL 
SAMS&3M (ftm) 

Mr* Charles Siragusa 
Marcotic Agent 
American Embassy 
Home, Italy 

Dear Sir* 


Through & source in the theatre world, it was learned that 
GRIFFEL, a singer (eoc- trafficker in Germany's black markets, girl-of- 
all-trades , traveller, etc.), had given a sample of morphine to an 
American named GHBIS. A check of Paris hotels revealed that Ingeborg 
(EIFFEL lived at the Elysee s-Palace Hotel, Sue du Karignan 12* Mr. 
Hughes 1 office, through a confidential source, discovered that CHRIS 
is actually Hebert Lae sgM B. livmg with one Georgia BROWS at the 
Hotel Vlgtor Baaaauel, Sue du Ponthieuj both these latter are in 
shear business. 

It was decided to approach NELMS openly, because of the 
rather nebulous nature of the original information} and because a source 
had stated to us that NELMS had given the saaple back to GHIFFSL since 
he did not want to engage in illegal activity. 


HELMS was interrogated by Mr. Hastes ami by myself. He was 
identified as follows* American} horn May 2l*, 1$2$ at Quincy, Illinois} 
residence Hollywood, California} passport #52387? issued at Washington., 
D.C. on November 13, l?5lj occupation musician and arranger. 


G eorgia BROWN was not interrogated, but was identified as 
follows* British suhiectt l true nam e Lillia n Claire KLQ T* born at London 
on October 21, 1?33| British passport jllsKiiid xssuect'aP London on 
February 19 , 1?52| occupation singer. 


HSUS owns a British automobile , an MG, German "export® { 
licen se 139 Z 20i , color green. I ( 1 ? 
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KEL$5 gave -up to us about 5 grains of morphine (analysis 
not yet completed), which he stated had spilled into a shirt pocket 
from the simple which (KIFFEL had given to him* He did admit the 
truth of ota? infonaation, stating that (EIFFEL had c ome to him to ask 
whether he could buy a large quantity, Mgy© stated that he knew QSIFFEL 
only casually from night club encounters* but that she knew enough about 
him not to fear his betraying her or being a policeman. He could give 
no good reason for accepting the sasgjle in the first place* and 
Insisted that he had indeed returned it to (EIFFEL a few days after 
receipt. 

X impressed HEX2IS rather forcefully with the thought that 
his possession of even traces was a serious matter, especially for an 
American in France* HELMS was convinced that he should demonstrate on 
which side of the law he steed. He volunteered to present me to (MIFFS,* 
but was uneasy about introducing me as a buyer. I remarked that this 
latter was not necessary* that an introduction as a friend would suffice. 

On June 9§ £ was introduced to Ingeborg (EIFFEL by at 

the Marignam Bar, Champs Hyseee. After the usual preliminaries, the 
conversation was lad to interesting subjects. By the end of our talk* 
GHIFFFL had stated the following to me*' She had friends* whoa I could 
never deal with directly, who could stpply a snail number of kilos of 
pure morphine right away at HiQQO.OO per kile; later, they could, supply 
as smog as £0 kilos of heroin per month. She added that their simply 
of raw materials was assured. GRIFFS, became convinced that I was a 
person who could be trusted* and made an appointment with me for the 
neat nigfct at the same bar. After we left the bar* she gave me a hO 
grain sample, which X later turned over to Hr<* Hughes. 

Cte June 10, I met (EIFFEL as agreed at the Bar Jiarignaa at 
2300 hours. She said, that she had talked with her sources, and that they 
had agreed to do business. Theysould sell m three kilos, she said. 

Our conversation gave further indications, in a general way, that C-PJFFSL's 
sources were running a laboratory. 

¥e agreed to meet the next day, June 11, at the Harignan Bar 
at 2*30 p.m. I was to bring the equivalent of 12,000 dollars in French 
francs and dollars . 

On June 11 we mi as scheduled* and * as during the ab ore 
meetings - were under the observation of the French police officers. 
dUFFEL, after I showed her ay i seney* left ae to go consult her sources, 
who were apparently awaiting her nearby. She returned in about thirty 
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minutes and stated that her friends had be corns wary* and would do 
business only If I gavS/the price of each successive kilo in advance. 

I lectured her very severely on the folly of attempting such & 
trick on "honest businessmen?* and warned her that the persons behind 
me w ere not of the sort lightly to be trifled with* X told her to 
go back to her friends and t ell them that I was not there to be 
swindled, and that if they had any such plans they were heading 
for trouble* 

Xa about fifteen minutes^ ffiU FF lSL telephoned ae that she was 
coming back with one of her sources to talk the affair over with me* 

X said to come ahead* 1 had always wanted to meet a confidence man. 

CSIPEEL arrived in a few minutes in company with HMGESSXAlf, 
whose stained hands immediately made me think that perhaps the story of 
a laboratory might be true* After a s horfc discussion* daring which 
KERCE53IAB convinced m© that he was not a swind ler* h e told me to wait 
while he went to get the merchandise* Be and QBIJfFEL left to go to her 
hotel where she was to lend him a T&ise* She returned in a few minuses. 

We waited for about one hour and fifteen minutes. KEEC1SSXAI 
returned and asked us to come with his* We took a walk about* during 
which HERCK8SIM was constantly looking for aayone who might be following 
us. Be noticed one policeman, who immediately broke away from us* & 
did not notice others who kept us under constant surveillance. 

After about fifteen minutes of walking around, HERGESSIAS 
said we could get into his car* in which he had left the morphine. 

Upon his instructions we got into a four-door Studebahswr with a 
Teheran license plate* We then drove off. 

XESCESSIAX became almost Immediately aware that we were 
being closely followed fey a black Citroen automobile occt^ied by ess 
woman (sy wife) and about five gentlemen (French police officers)* 

SERGBSSIAH began to steer an erratic course through the supper-hour 
traffic* As it became quite apparent that t he Citroen was following us* 
he began to drive very fast and recklessly in an effort to lose our 
pursuers. 

X became afraid that HERCES&EAI woudjt damage the Studebaker 
somehow in the traffic* since he narrowly missed hitting fenders with several 
cars as we raced through the streets. Further* I knew that if I 
revealed my identity there in traffic and made him step* the resultant 
confusion when the ^r^nch policemen swooped down on w would be undesirable* 

X therefore thought it best not to speak up, but rather try to contrive 
that the sates* chase end at the pHlee station where prisoners* evidence 
and seised oar could be taken in charge without confusion* 
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I accordingly told SERCESSXAJf and QBIFFEL that I knew a 
veyy quiet little street where w© could pull up in front of the house 
of mm friends of sine who had aided me in other affairs in the past* 

X directed HRGESSX&8 to the Ru e deg , Eaus saxes, telling hi» to look 
for number eleven. As he and GRIPFEL were rather excitedly looking at 
house numbers while we drove down this street, they did not notice 
until we had pulled up that number 11 is police headquarters* f then 
told them who X was, and beckoned over the French officers to aid me* 

The French officers arrested HUUSSSHH and GRIFFEL, seised a 
valise containing eight chemist’s battles, of 2i>G grains of morphine each, 
and drove the Studebaker into the courtyard* 

HERCESSIAN (first name Armen) was noted to have been hem at 
Sahlevi, Iran on December 8, 19QU, living now at Renil-Kalmaison, carte 
de ee jour #CE0h2?3* He confessed his part in the above actions, aid, 
under interrogation, named Nasr&llah BJALAI as his source* 

BJA2AI was apprehended at the Gallia Hotel, and was identified. 
He stated that he was an ex-consul of lien #t Brussels and Cairo. He 
holds Iranian passport 02O7Ok$* He had. been seen in company with 
GBIFFEL and'XBRGEBSZUr by policemen on this c*se early in th® afternooB. 
DJALAX admitted only that he had given the morphine base to MERCESSIM. 

We convinced NE2CSSSIAS that we knew all sb out his laboratory! 
he told us that he would take us there. We accordingly went to Msudoa, 
a suburb of Paris, where HSaCESSXAH has a grind-stone factory* In one 
room we found a large glass container holding about two kilos of a 
substance which we learned would yield about one kilo of pure morphine 
when finished* The room was full of chemical apparatus, balances, and 
flasks and bottles containing various chemicals* A complete list of 
all evidence found win be forwarded to you by Mr* Hughes* Most 
significant was % quantity of acetic m hydride. In another room was 
found additional quantities of drying chemicals, filter paper, and a large 
scale. (Photos of laboratory will be sent shortly)* 

ill evidence was listed on official forms and taken in charge. 
Copies of these lists, in coapapy with photographs, fingerprints , copies 
of interrogation reports and identifications will be sent to you very 
soon by Mr. Hughes. 

In the interrogations of ilFffl, MESSIAH, and BJA1AI the 
following was asserbst ned* 

1* DJALAI and a friend, an Iranian now in Teheran named 
S&HZADE, had smuggled, or arranged to have smuggled, fairly refined 
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morphine frost Iren to Paris* 

2. Di ULSL Bay hare fUends in the Iranian gavernraent tobacco 
monopoly who were in league with him in procuring opium, 

3* The opium was converted in Iran to morphine base, which fact 
interested the French Minister of Health (who arrived to interrogate the 
defendants personally) very much, since this base was in a more refined 
state than ay previously "exported” from Iran by traffickers. 

k ♦ KERCESSIAN and DJAMX were in contact with various persons 
in Italy, England, Brussels and the USA in reference to their traffic* 

One of these persona is a Philips ANDREWS of London, another an Albert 
RICAED of Brussels. These persons were all prospective customers or 
agents looking for customers. 

$♦ DJAMI et al had x large scale plans for going into the 
clandestine conversion business, and were, when taught, about to start 
converting morphine to heroin and stop merely trying to sell pure 
morphine in a highly refined state as they had to me. 

6. ®he importance of this case rest® not so much on the 
seizures as m the fact that they were small because this laboratory 
traffic was stopped just as it was going into production. It may well have 
added many kilos to the illicit market during Its career. 


?• Only BJALAI possesses the true information about the 
persons and methods Involved in the procurement of opium aid the 
smuggling of morphia® to France* He has not so far been willing to divulge 
any of this information. 

8. Pri nce Mahmoud de PAHLEVI j brother of the Shah of Iran, 
is allegedly willing ahTaSIe' to procure from DJA2AI , s sattrutmi Jnrlran. 
Thanks to NERGESSIAI'© willingness to cooperate, there is a possibility 
of exploiting this facet of the case (of* w report dated June 11 in re 
PAHLE7I and the letter therein enclosed from KERffiSSIAB to PAM? I whi# 
will introduce an undercover agent.) 

9* Ingeborg CHIFFEL, while merely used as an intermediary 
by the others, is an ex-black market trafficker and is also involved 
in the pornographic photograph commerce. She is believed to have a stock 
of smoking opium in Brussels, but denies this* It say be at the home 
of Albert RIGAHD, theatrical agent, not otherwise identified. 
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10 ♦ The only person not actually of the typical underworld 
sort in this case is BBRCESSIAH, who went into this jbobe for money he 
sorely needed, and whs has agreed, to start working for me as soon as 
he gets out of Jail on bail. He has already cooperated in giving 
information ©n PAHLEVI and concerning his accomplices in this matter. 

The French police are preparing an illustrated booklet on 
this case, which wall be ready shortly. The newspapers here unfortunately 
paid a lot of attention to the case, including photographs of defendants 
and laboratory, but possibly information obtained and NERCESSIAH’s 
cooperation can still be exploited nevertheless. 

At the time of his arrest, HERCSSSIAH gave up from his 
possession a small package con taining about two ounces of the morphine. 
From the hotel room of GKEFFEL was seised another approximate 'too ounces. 


This present report is written as completely as possible; 
yet, the digests of information from respective interrogation reports 
will contain more precise synapses of information. I caimot at present 
integrate this information, since the three defendants were interrogated 
separately by several persons, and many seized papers have not yet been 
sorted, copied, etc. All essential and si nif leant facts are contained 
in this present letter, however. The chemist’s analysis of the morphine 
base has not yet been received. I have taken a small amount for 
submitting to the US Chemist. A detailed account of HSaciSSSIAK’a 
chemical technique will be contained in the French police reports to be sent 
to you shortly. 

Because of the impression made upon high French officials 
here of the gravity of the laboratory’s now defunct potential, and the 
matter of the smuggling front Iran, I think all defendants will be held 
without bail. Court is in recess until October. 

lours very truly 


Paul E* Knight 
Harcotic Agent 


cc* Bureau 

District #2 & Hi 
Commissaire Hughes, Paris 
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